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Synopsis

Kirkusa ™ Best of 2015 list School Library Journal Best of 2015 Publishers Weeklya ™s Best of

2015 list Horn Book Fanfare Book Booklist Editor&#39;s Choice On August 29, 2005, Hurricane
Katrina&#39;s monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the protective levees around
low-lying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city flooded, in some places under twenty
feet of water. Property damages across the Gulf Coast topped $100 billion. One thousand eight
hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The riveting tale of this historic storm and the
drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and couragea "and also of
incompetence, racism, and criminality. AA AA A A A Don Browna ™s kinetic art and as-it-happens
narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the worst natural disasters in American
history. A portion of the proceeds from this book has been donated to Habitat for Humanity New

Orleans.
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Customer Reviews

In DROWNED CITY, author and artist Don Brown takes on the tragic and controversial events that

changed and destroyed the lives of thousands of New Orleans residents forever. On August 29,



2005, a devastating storm swept up New Orleans. It killed more than 1,400 people, and the ones it
spared were left scarred and broken. As it does with all big storms, the National Hurricane Center
gave this monstrous calamity a name: Katrina.Katrina drowned and crushed thousands of citizens
as the water rose up to 20 feet. The people of New Orleans screamed for help, but help did not
come. Officials did not quickly respond to the suffering and it seemed like the support they needed
had failed to arrive. Ordinary people who owned boats rescued as many people as they could until
the National Guard finally came. People were not allowed to bring their pets onto the rescue
vehicles, and the cats and dogs were left to starve. President George Bush merely watched from a
plane as the chaos continued.Brown wrote and illustrated a gripping story about the tragedy of
Katrina. The full color, full page panels depicted the people swimming in the rivers that used to be
avenues and the helicopters that finally came to the rescue. Every drawing was so beautiful and
expressive that | couldna ™t help but feel like | knew the people of New Orleans

personally. DROWNED CITY is extremely well-researched. Brown used real quotes and (often
shocking) exact numbers and figures of the volume of water levels, death tolls and rescue vehicles.
His three-page bibliography and source notes contained books and articles that few could read in a
lifetime.Although DROWNED CITY was relatively short (96 pages), it taught me more than a

300-page text book ever could, and it was far more intriguing.
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